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Faculty Staff Campaign 

The USF Faculty Staff Campaign annual fundraising effort encourages faculty and 
staff to give back to the University of South Florida by donating to any USF 
foundation account.  

Fundraising is calculated by the number of those who give in any amount, even $1 
counts. Our Department is currently at 50% participation, up from 40% a few months 

ago. Last year our participation was 56%. 

Donations may be made online or in person. Faculty and staff can donate to any 
account and have it count towards our participation. Please note that The Friends of 
Research in Psychiatry funds are all available (see all of our accounts here).  

To donate online click here. 

To donate in person please see Stephen Strenges in MDT342 or email him.  

More information on the Faculty Staff Campaign is available here.  

Current Trials & Research 
 

Now Enrolling – Major Depressive Disorder Study for Adolescent Patients  

This is a double-blind, placebo-and active -controlled study to test the safety and 

efficacy of Levomilnacipran ER treatment in adolescent patients age 12-17 with Major 

Depressive Disorder. In addition, the study is designed to obtain pharmacokinetics 

(PK) data to guide dose selection for future pediatric studies of levomilnacipran. 

Patients could be enrolled into the 10mg, 20mg, 40mg or placebo group. Patients will 

also undergo safety and severity of symptoms assessments. Please call Colleen at 

(813) 974-9104 to make a referral.  

Principal Investigator: Daniel Fallon, MD  

 

Now Enrolling – Mild to Moderate Alzheimer’s Disease 
This double blind, randomized Phase 3 study is to assess the effects of RVT 101 

versus placebo when added to existing stable donepezil treatment on cognitive 

function and activities of daily living in subjects with mild to moderate Alzheimer’s 

disease. Participants must be 50 – 85 years of age, in generally good health and 

have a person with whom they are regular contact who can accompany them to study 

visits. Study participation is approximately 6 months during which they will undergo 

safety and cognitive testing. Following completion of the study, participants will be 

able to enter a 12 month open label extension study. Please call Kathy at (813) 974-

7006 to make a referral.  

Principal Investigator: Jean Fils, MD  

 

Now Enrolling – The Phenomenology of Early-Onset Bipolar Disorder 
A qualitative study using semi-structured interviews of adults ages 18-25 with a self-

report history of diagnosis of bipolar disorder during adolescence (ages 13-17). 

Participants will be interviewed 1-2 times via telephone regarding experiences with 

the healthcare system, symptoms, family, stigma, and social/personal development. 

With questions or to participate, contact Kristin Smyth at (407) 865-2404. 

Principal Investigator: Kristin Smyth, LCSW, PhD Candidate  

Co-Investigator: Alison Salloum, PhD (Dissertation Chair) 

 

Now Enrolling – Agitation in Alzheimer’s Disease 
This is a Phase 3, randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled study to assess the 

efficacy, safety, and tolerability of AVP-786 (deuterated dextromethorphan 

hydrobromide/quinidine sulfate for the treatment of agitation in patients with 

Alzheimer’s disease.  Participants must be between 50 -90 with moderate to severe 

agitation due to AD and have a caregiver able to attend all study visits. Study 

participation is approximately 12-16 weeks.  Subjects may have an opportunity to 

receive the investigational medication for an additional year as part of an extension 

study. Please call Kathy at 813-974-7006 to make a referral. 

Principal Investigator:  Jean Fils, MD 

 

Enrolling Now – Impulsive Aggression in Pediatric Patients with ADHD 
This is a double-blind, placebo-controlled study to evaluate the efficacy and safety of 

Molindone hydrochloride extended-release tablets in reducing the frequency of 

impulsive aggression behaviors in pediatric patients with ADHD.  Participants must 

be age 6 – 12 years inclusive with a diagnosis of ADHD and currently receiving 

monotherapy treatment with an ADHD medication.  Subject participation is 

approximately 10-12 weeks. Upon completion of this study, subjects may enter an 

open label extension study. Please call Colleen at (813) 974-9104 to make a referral.  

Principal Investigator: Daniel Fallon, MD  

 

Enrolling Soon – Exploratory, case-controlled, longitudinal (12-month), 

outpatient evaluation of EEG networks, potential peripheral biomarkers and 

psychometric markers and cognitive properties in subjects with mild AD or 

bvFTD compared to healthy paired controls. 

This study is to identify less invasive markers based on blood, psychometric testing 

and EEG which could supplement routine clinical evaluation in the detection and 

discrimination of AD and bvFTD.  Eligible candidates with probable mild Alzheimer’s 

disease, must be < 90 years and bvFTD subjects must be < 80 years.  Caregivers, 

other family members or unrelated persons known to clinic may elect to participate as 

healthy matched controls.  Subjects are evaluated at baseline and approximately 1 

year later.  Both visits include EEG, blood sampling, and cognitive assessments.  

Please call Kathy at (813) 974-7006 to make a referral.  

Principal Investigator: Jean Fils, MD  

2016-2017 Resident Senior Leadership Selected! 

We would will like to announce that Drs. Kristina Chechotka and Jennifer Yehl  will 
be our Chief Residents for the Academic Year 2016-2017.   

Dr. Scott Nelson will be our Outpatient Chief for the Academic Year 2016-2017.   

We look forward to their leadership and the leadership of the senior class overall as 
we work together to further the missions of our Residency and our Department. 

 

Dr. O.G. Anene-Maidoh Welcomes New Addition to 

the Family! 
Please join us in congratulating Dr. Anene-Maidoh on the birth of a beautiful baby 
girl, Amara Simone Efemini, born Thursday May 12! 

 

Dr. Matthew Morrison Receives USF Health Humanism and Excellence 

in Teaching Award! 

Dr. Matthew Morrison was chosen by the USF Health Morsani College of Medicine 
MD Class of 2017 to receive the Humanism and Excellence in Teaching Award. The 
award is given to five residents annually that demonstrate compassion and empathy 

in the delivery of care to patients while also serving as an approachable and 
accessible role model to students and colleagues 

Congratulations! 

Grand Rounds 
Continuing Medical Education (CME) credits are available. 

 
Thursday, May 26 | 12:00 Noon | USF Psychiatry Center 2nd Floor Room 232 
(3515 E. Fletcher Ave. Tampa, FL 33613) 

Presentation on the topic of Mood stabilizers and behavior  
by Caroline Cruz, MD. 

 
Thursday, June 9 | 12:00 Noon | USF Psychiatry Center 2nd Floor Room 232 
(3515 E. Fletcher Ave. Tampa, FL 33613) 

“Gadolinium-Induced Neurotoxicity: When Routine Goes Wrong”  
presented by Ryan Smitherman, MD. 

 
Thursday, June 23 | 12:00 Noon | USF Psychiatry Center 2nd Floor Room 232 
(3515 E. Fletcher Ave. Tampa, FL 33613) 

Presentation on the topic of Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT)  
by Heidi Lahteenmaa, DO.  

 

5/26 Grand Rounds 

Dr. Tan Awarded R01 Grant from National institute on Aging 

Dr. Tan was awarded an R01 grant from the National Institute on Aging of the 
National Institutes of Health for his project titled, “LISPRO, an ionic cocrystal of 

lithium, as a potential novel treatment for Alzheimer’s disease. 

Congratulations Dr. Tan!  

JAHVA Research Day - May 23-24 
The James A. Haley Veterans Affairs Hospital is hosting a research symposium (May 
23) and a Research Day (May 24): 

Monday, May 23 | USF Nursing Rotunda, MDC1697 

4:00 PM - 5:15 PM  Panel Discussion: “A Footprint for Enhanced VA-USF 
Collaboration” 

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM  Research Highlights 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Networking and Reception 

Tuesday, May 24 | Hospital Auditorium  

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Poster Presentations 

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Q&A with Investigators 

http://health.usf.edu/medicine/psychiatry/friends.htm
https://usffdn.usf.edu/fs_cmpgn/default.aspx
https://usffdn.usf.edu/fs_cmpgn/default.aspx

